Name: __________________________________

The Scarlet Letter

Syllabus

The following reading assignments are due on the date given.  If you are absent on any given date, you are still responsible for the reading and assignment. 

· Friday, March 15th— Chapters 7-8

· Monday, March 18th – Chapters 9-10

· Tuesday, March 19th – Chapters 11-12 (Entry #1 due)

· Wednesday, March 20th—Chapters 13-16 (Entry #2 due)

· Thursday, March 21st – Chapters 17-18 (Entry #3 due)

· Friday, March 22nd – Chapters 19-22

· Monday, March 25th – No class (Romeo and Juliet field trip)

· Tuesday, March 26th – Chapters 23-24 (Entry #4 due)

· Additionally, for four of these assignments, you will be responsible for a journal entry each.  Each entry needs to be specific in its answer, use examples (and page number) from the text when appropriate, and be complete.  A complete answer deals with more than surface plot information; it analyzes and interprets the underlying message of the author.  Each entry is worth 30 points.

Journal entry #1

What is the minister’s vigil and why is it so important?  How is this scaffold scene different from the first one?

Journal entry #2

“The scarlet letter had not done its office.”  Explain the significance of this quotation using specific examples.

Journal entry #3

Imagine that you are Hester after your afternoon in the woods.  Write a diary entry, as Hester might have, discussing that afternoon’s events and your own reaction to them.  Use specific examples.

Journal entry #4

What is the meaning of the novel’s moral, “Be true! Be true! Be true!” (Chapter 24)?  Explain the significance of this moral. Discuss a time in your own life when you might have needed to live according to this lesson—or a time when you did so, and explain the consequence of doing so.

