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Romeo and Juliet

Study Guide #1

Act II; scene iii

1. Of what paradox(es) does Friar Laurence speak in his opening soliloquy?

2. What is Friar Laurence’s attitude towards “young men’s love”?

3. What does Friar Laurence mean when he says, “Thy love did read by rote”?

Act III; scene i

1. Mercutio accuses Benvolio for having a variety of reasons to quarrel.  What are these reasons, as Mercutio explains them?

2. Are these reasons justifiable reasons for fighting?  Explain.

3. What is ironic about Mercutio’s accusations toward Benvolio?

4. What is Mercutio’s attitude toward Tybalt?

5. What is the significance of Romeo’s reply to Tybalt (lines 69-73)?

6. What does the Prince of Verona decree as the result of the fight in this scene?  For what reason does he make this decree?

Act III; scene ii

1. As suggested by Juliet, what is the relationship between darkness and love?

2. When the Nurse first approaches Juliet in the orchard, what does Juliet think at first?

3. Why does Juliet disagree with statements made by the Nurse?

4. Juliet has mixed emotions about Tybalt’s death, and about Romeo’s part in it, but what bothers her most?  How do you know?

5. What does the Nurse promise to do as the scene ends?

