Name: ____________________________

Gilgamesh, Egyptian Literature, and Genesis
Final Essay

200 points

Due: November 27th 

Much of the literature we have read this semester concerns itself, in part, with human moral development.  Analysis of ancient texts can provide an understanding of what it means to be human.  Choose one of the following questions to answer in a well-developed essay.  It is imperative that you use textual evidence throughout your essay.  Use MLA style for all citations.

Choose one:

1. When we gain knowledge, we irrevocably lose innocence. Using at least two of the works we’ve read this marking period, as well as another work of literature you have read, defend the belief that knowledge and experience cannot, within an individual, exist at the same time as innocence and simplicity.  You must use specific textual evidence from all three texts to help create your well-developed essay. (Note: the outside work may be selected from a previous class or may be something you’ve read on your own.)
Level H or Level 1
2. Is knowledge more valuable than ignorance?  How so?  Using at least two of the works we’ve read this marking period, as well as another work of literature you have read, answer the following question, choosing one, unified position to defend.  You must use specific textual evidence from all three texts to help create your well-developed essay. (Note: the outside work may be selected from a previous class or may be something you’ve read on your own.)
Level 1
3. What is the nature of a wisdom text?  What do they purport to accomplish, and how do they accomplish this goal?  Using at least two of the works we’ve read this marking period, as well as another work of literature you have read, answer the following question, choosing one, unified position to defend.  You must use specific textual evidence from all three texts to help create your well-developed essay. (Note: the outside work may be selected from a previous class or may be something you’ve read on your own.)
Level H or Level 1
