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Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Enkidu first appears in Gilgamesh as a wild man, totally outside human society.  How is he socialized into human society?  What role does his friendship with Gilgamesh play in Enkidu’s socialization?

2. In this epic, we learn something about the role of women in ancient Sumeria.  What is the role of women in this epic?  Explain, using specific examples.

3. As he lies dying, Enkidu notes bitterly that “I . . . once in the wilderness with my wife had all the treasure I wished” (91).  To what extent does his awareness of his own mortality change him?

4. In their adventures together, Gilgamesh and Enkidu defeat the monster Humbaba.  Exactly what is Humbaba?  Might this figure represent some natural phenomenon?  (Reread the descriptions of Humbaba to help you.)

5. Review Utnapishtim’s story of the flood.  What does Gilgamesh learn from this story about the nature of human beings and of the gods?  Is there a sense of divine justice for human beings?  Explain, using specific examples.

6. Heroes provide one perspective on the individual, since heroes serve as exemplary individuals or models of particular conduct.  Gilgamesh is one of the first heroes in world literature.  How does he exemplify heroic behavior?

7. Despite all of Gilgamesh’s power, he is unable to prevent Enkidu’s death, and the narrative changes direction.  Does Gilgamesh remain a classic hero throughout the epic?  What has he achieved at the end of the poem?  Why is this important?

8. Gilgamesh’s search for Utnapishtim and the secret of immortality brings Gilgamesh to a deeper understanding of human mortality.  How is this search really a universal quest? Explain.

