Ethan Frome

Symbols and Foreshadowing:

1. Consider Zeena’s cat.  Find the places in the novel where you see Zeena’s cat, and determine what Wharton is trying to do with the cat. Write down at least four instances where you see the cat (and their page numbers). What is the cat a symbol of? 

2. Go through the novel, looking for references to bird imagery.  List examples, with pages numbers, for as many as you can find. With whom are these images almost always associated?

3. Go through the novel, looking for references to the big elm at the bottom of the hill.  What events have happened at this hill?  Who makes references to the elm and the hill; and what do they say?  Write down at least three instances in the novel (and quote them with page numbers) that refer to this tree and hill.  What is Wharton trying to do, and how successful is it?  

