Name: ________________________________

Antigone

Final project

Civil Disobedience-- refusal to obey civil laws or decrees. This refusal usually takes the form of passive resistance. People practicing civil disobedience break a law because they consider it unjust and hope to call attention to it. In his essay "Civil Disobedience" (1849), American author Henry David Thoreau set forth the basic tenets of civil disobedience for the first time. The independence of India in the 1930s was largely a result of the nonviolent resistance by Mohandas Gandhi to the British colonial laws. In the United States, the nonmilitant efforts of Martin Luther King, Jr., helped bring about civil rights legislation. 

(Source: Encarta Online)

The play Antigone has been performed and read for over 2,000 years. Some productions are faithful to the Greek text, and others have been radically modernized.  In 1944, Anouilh, a French playwright, rewrote Sophocles' play and set it in Nazi-occupied Paris.  This modernized drama emphasized the theme of the conflict between moral beliefs and autocratic power that was reflected in the politics of the time. In the 1960's, a critic compared Antigone's act of rebellion with acts of civil disobedience that occurred as part of the civil rights movement. In the 1970's, Antigone's actions were praised by feminists; in the 1980's a critic focused on the conflict between Antigone's duty to her family and the duty to herself and her husband-to-be.

To begin this project, you will want to think of those people throughout history who have chosen to break the law rather than follow what they have perceived as evil.  Below is a small list of people, or groups, who fit this description.  You are, of course, free to choose anyone else whom you discover. Using the Internet as well as other sources, research the person you’ve chosen as well as relevant historical background.  The more information you find, the easier your task will be.  (Remember that some of the following people may have views with which you do not agree.  That may or may not affect your ability to use them as the main character of a film.)

Woody Harrelson

Mohandas Gandhi


ACT UP

Rosa Parks


Henry David Thoreau


Randall Terry


Joan of Arc


Martin Luther King, Jr.


Jack Kevorkian

The man before the tanks
Omoyele Sowore

 (Tianneman Square)

Your task:

Imagine that you, alone or in a group, are the producer of a movie of Antigone. Your film may be set in any time or place, but it must be faithful to the major themes and conflicts in the play.  You may even change the names of the characters to reflect cultural or time differences, as long as explain your changes.

1. Create a prospectus (plan) for the movie, which will be submitted to both major and smaller, independent motion picture companies. Your prospectus must be professional in appearance, and well organized, and include the following content: Convincing reasons why your remake of Sophocles' drama, Antigone, will be a popular success.  Discuss the major themes and conflicts of your production and how they are relevant to a movie audience of today.  Include the list of actors who will be cast for all roles, with an explanation of what each will bring to the role.  Make clear whether your production is aimed at a mass audience, or to a smaller, more specialized audience. (80 points)

2. Grammar, mechanics, and organization of prospectus (20 points)

3. Basic plot outline, including setting, (time and place) and characters.  Remember that while your movie must be appealing to a segment of today's moviegoers, it need not be set in the present. (40 points)

4. Costuming notes.  Visually present the most important costume of each of your major characters.  Accompany each picture with an explanation of the effect you will be creating with this costume, the source of the inspiration, and comments about the fabrics and colors. (10 points)

5. Theme songs: Choose two songs that will be used, one for the opening scene and one for the final credits.  Include the title(s) and artist(s) of the songs you’ve chosen, and explain what each song will bring to the film, in terms of emotional impact as well as theme. (20 points, 10 points each)

6. Proposed movie poster, featuring the name of your film, the names of the actors that you envision in the key roles, and suitable artwork and descriptions of the plot.  Your poster should reflect your main theme(s) and conflict(s) and be visually compelling. (10 points)

7. Oral presentation, which will give the class a brief overview of your project.  All in the group must participate somehow.  This may be a website, PowerPoint presentation, or an old-fashioned “pitch,” where you make your case live.  (20 points)

TOTAL:  200 points
