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The Scarlet Letter 

Study Guide   

Chapters 1-6 

1. What is the symbolic significance of the rosebush beside the prison door?

2. What is the attitude of the women in the crowd waiting for Hester to emerge from prison?  What do they look like?  What might Hawthorne be saying about these women, given the Puritan community in which they live?

3. Describe the "dark man" whom Hester recognizes in the crowd.

4. What is it that the Reverend Dimmesdale wants from Hester?  What is ironic about his imploring?

5. What is the baby's response to the three-hour public display, and who is it who visits Hester in jail?

6. What does Chillingworth say to Hester concerning her infidelity?  Why?

7. What is the bargain that is struck between Chillingworth and Hester?

8. There is an explanation of why Hester stays in Boston.  Paraphrase Hawthorne's explanation.  Do you agree?  Explain.

9. What does Hester do for a living?  What is ironic about this?

10. Why does Hester call her child Pearl?  In what way is this symbolic?

11. Briefly describe the child.

