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GRADING POLICY
I figure grades on a raw point total.  If you keep all your graded material (a good idea anyway; teachers aren't infallible), you should have no problem figuring out your current average in English at any given time.  (Simply add up all your scores and divide this number by the number of total points available.)  Papers will generally be worth 200 points, though you will receive both a total score and a percent grade for each (i.e., 174/200 = 87%, which is a B+).  Quizzes are generally 100 points, although they may be anywhere from 25 to 120 points.  Study guides are usually worth between 50 and 100 points.  You will always know the point total of an assignment before it is due.

PAPERS
There will be both take-home essays and in-class essays.  I will always accept rough drafts (for take-home essays) to critique (although I will not grade rough drafts) up until the day before the paper is due.  Because of that, however, I do not accept rewritten papers to grade.  That means you should do your writing early if you want me to look through your paper.  You can leave the paper with me at the beginning of the day, or even e-mail the paper to me.  If you e-mail me late at night, however, I may not get the papers until the next day.

LATENESS/ FREEBIES™
As for late assignments, I will accept them, but for each day (or part thereof) the assignment or paper is late, you will lose one letter grade.  The exception to that rule is the Freebie™.  You are granted one Freebie™ for the year.  You may use that to hand in a paper (or assignment) one day late without penalty. (Freebies™ may not be used over a weekend or vacation, or for your final paper or project.)  When you want to use your Freebie™ just staple a small note to the front that says FREEBIE and indicate that day's date.

HOMEWORK
Count on having homework regularly, but don't assume it will always be written.  Often your homework will be reading, sometimes 30-40 pages per night.  (Failure to keep up could result in an unfortunate pop quiz grade.)  I will always give you a syllabus for each novel we read; this will give you every reading assignment and the date each is due.  Use this syllabus to plan your own schedule.  Feel free to read ahead.

ATTENDANCE (and other minutia)

Second semester senior year can be an exciting, if not busy, time for you.  Perhaps you’ve just been accepted into the college of your choice or maybe you’re still waiting to hear from some schools. Remember that, once accepted, that acceptance is still contingent upon your completing your work in a satisfactory manner.   Additionally, and perhaps more importantly, the reading for this course is interesting, fun, and might just change your perspective on life. "Ten guards and the warden couldn't have torn me out of those books. Months passed without even thinking about being imprisoned ... I had never been so truly free in my life." Malcolm X.
Freebie™ is a registered trademark, having been duly registered in the wet cement of my childhood playground (along with my left handprint.)  Any attempt to misuse the word by any person, living or dead, is not only purely coincidental, but will also be noted in the gradebook and dealt with not-at-all severely.

