Name: __________________________

Gilgamesh

Critical Analysis Assignment

Reading critically 1
Written material operates on at least three levels:

1.  what the text actually says

2.  what is built into the text, intentionally or not

3.  what you think

Because of this, when you read any critical essay, it's a good idea to understand some strategies for successful comprehension.  Next year, in college, you will undoubtedly be asigned critical texts to read with your primary texts.  Below are some suggestions to follow as you read:

•  Cultivate a questioning attitude-- Consider all sides of an argument as you read.  Examine the basis for each argument and decide which parts of the argument are valid.

•  Define abstract terms-- If you come across a term or a concept that you are unfamiliar with, write it down.  Use the glossary (if there is one) or a dictionary or on-line reference book to help you define the term.

•  Consider the source-- You should be constantly aware that the sources you read are rarely impartial; to say that every piece of written material comes with its own bias, point of view, or ideological stance is not an understatement.
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Your assignment:

1. Read your assigned essays “The Gilgamesh Epic: A Masterpiece,”  “And Death the Journey’s End,” and/or “Images of Women in the Gilgamesh Epic.”

2. For each essay, copy three passages or quotations that you think best reflect the central idea (or ideas) about Gilgamesh expressed in the essay.

3. After each quotation explain—in well-developed paragraphs--  whether you agree or disagree with the assertion, based on your own reading of Gilgamesh.  Give reasons why, in your own words.

4. Find textual evidence from Gilgamesh (quotations) that supports your own position and write it down after your reaction.  Use both the epic and the essays to help you.

NOTE:  If you need to borrow a copy of the Penguin edition of Gilgamesh, you may, but only for one night at a time.  Please sign out books on sign-out sheet on file cabinet.

Grading
As a member of the class, your opinions about what we read are important. You must participate in an in-class discussion that presents your own views of one of the essays.  I will assign you to one discussion group the day of the class discussion.  

As a discussion participant, and a scholar, you are expected:

(50) _______  to participate fully in the class discussion;

adds relevant comments

responds to other’s comments

makes every attempt to both be heard and hear others
(30) _______  to be thorough in your interpretation;

uses evidence from the entire epic

uses evidence from the entire essay

relies on literary analysis, not just plot summary
(30) _______  to use quotations from the novel as well as the criticism;

(30) _______  to clearly express your own opinions;

offers agreement or disagreement with points made in essay

(10) _______  to hand in your written notes at the end of class.

150 total points

1  source: http://www.sifc.edu/english/writersguide

