Name: _______________________________

The Catcher in the Rye

Study Guide 2
1. On page 80, Holden explains why he wants to leave the hotel.  How is his reason for wanting to leave the hotel similar to his reason for wanting to leave Pencey  (51)?  What do you think Holden is "hunting" for?

2. What does Holden confess on pages 88-89?  What explanation does he offer for this shortcoming in his character?

3. On  pages 106-107, Holden says, "I had no place to go," so he decides to go to Grand Central Station.  Considering that Grand Central Station is both a hub of transportation and a place where transients go, why is Holden's decision to go there ironically appropriate?

4. What is the song "Little Shirley Beans" (114) about?  What is the appeal to Holden?

5. Why does Holden love the Museum of Natural History ( 121)?

6. On page 122, After Holden puts on his red hunting hat he says, "Certain things they should stay the way they are."  Explain how each of the following illustrates Holden's belief that "certain things they should stay the way they are":


a. "Little Shirley Beans"


b. the Museum of Natural History


c. the ducks and the fish in Central Park


d. Jane Gallagher's keeping all her kings in the back row

7. How might Holden's desire to preserve the past be linked to his feelings toward Allie's death (39)?

8. Explain why the crying woman at the movies (139-140) bothers Holden.

9. At the end of Chapter 18, Holden says, "Anyway, I'm sort of glad they've got the atomic bomb invented.  If there's ever another war, I'm going to sit right the hell on top of it.  I'll volunteer for it, I swear to God I will" (141).  Earlier, after his fight with Maurice, he said he  "felt like...committing suicide" (104).  Does Holden have a death wish?  Explain your answer.

10. On page 150, Holden once again doesn't call Jane.  Why do you think Holden keeps resisting his urge to call her?

11. On page 153, Holden says he "didn't even know where [he] was supposed to go," so he goes to Central Park to check on the ducks.  Before he finds the lake "partly frozen and partly not frozen" (154), he drops the "Little Shirley Beans" record. What does the broken record symbolize? What does the condition of the lake symbolize?

12. As Holden envisions his funeral (155), he imagines that his mother wouldn't allow Phoebe to be there, and he mentions that he wasn't at Allie's funeral.  Considering this similarity, what analogy can you draw between Holden's relationship to Allie and Phoebe's relationship to Holden?

13. On page 156, Holden says, "You didn't know [Allie].  If you'd known him, you'd know what I mean" as he attempts to explain why the rain falling on Allie's grave "nearly drove [him] crazy."  What else does having known Allie explain about Holden?

14.  Consider how Holden feels about D.B. and how Holden feels about Phoebe.  When he arrives home, Holden finds Phoebe sleeping in D.B.'s room.  How might Phoebe's sleeping in D.B.'s room be symbolic? What might it foreshadow?

15. At the end of chapter 23, Holden gives Phoebe his red hunting hat.  What does this gesture symbolize?

16. On page 187-190, Mr. Antolini analyzes Holden's "problems."  How accurate is his analysis?   Be specific.

