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1.  On the bottom of p 8, Holden and Spencer discuss life as a game.  Holden says, "Game, my ass.  Some game.  If you get on the side where all the hot-shots are, then it's a game, all right -- I'll admit that.  But if you get on the other side, where there aren't any hot-shots, then what's a game about it?  Nothing.  No game." Whom does Holden mean when he says "the hot-shots"? Who are "the hot-shots"? What do you think these remarks reveal about Holden's attitude towards life? Explain.

2.  As Holden and Spencer "[shoot] the bull," Holden thinks of the ducks in Central Park. What prompts Holden to wonder where the ducks go when the lagoon freezes?  Why?

3.  Reread the last paragraph beginning on p. 17 and ending on p. 18.  Later, Holden pulls the peak of his hat "around to the front...way down over [his] eyes...[so he] couldn't see a goddam thing" (p. 21), and he says to Ackley, "'This is a people shooting hat...I shoot people in this hat'" (p. 22).  What might Holden's hat symbolize? (Consider the way in which he wears it.) In the first three chapters, how does Holden "shoot people"?

4.  On p. 34, Holden says, "I kept thinking about Jane, and about Stradlater having a date with her and all.  It made me so nervous I nearly went crazy."  What concerns Holden about Stradlater's date with Jane?  Why?

5.  What does Holden's reaction to Allie's death reveal about Holden?

6. When Holden says, "It was a very stupid thing to do, I'll admit, but I hardly didn't even know I was doing it, and you didn't know Allie" (p. 39), who is the "you" he addresses?

7.  Is Holden more like Stradlater or Ackley? How? What is ironic about this?

8.  Why does Holden suddenly decide to leave Pencey?

9.  Keeping Holden's disapproval of "phonies" in mind, how is his behavior on the train ironic?

10.  When Holden arrives at Penn Station, he recalls that Mrs. Hayes once said he "had no direction in life," and, despite his desire to "[give] somebody a buzz," he "ended up not calling anybody." What evidence is there to support the idea that Holden has "no direction in life"? What broader meaning about Holden's predicament can you infer from his having no one to call?

11.  On p. 60, Holden once again wonders about the ducks in Central Park. Why is Holden concerned about them? If he does find out where the ducks go when the lake "gets all frozen over," of what use might the answer will be to him?

12.  Summarize Holden's thoughts about girls and sex.

13.  What can you infer about Holden from his botched attempt to make a "date" with Faith Cavendish?

